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Where to stay in Rioja
Visitors flock to the region not only for its bodegas and vineyards, but also for the
landscape, historic sites, picturesque villages and restaurants – and now its
accommodation options are equally impressive.

Yolanda Ortiz de Arri Izarra
March 6, 2023
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Travel tips
When to travel: October is a popular time to visit Rioja, but spring and summer are

also excellent if you want to enjoy the region’s many charms.

How to get there: The main airport for Rioja is Bilbao. There are regular flights from
London Heathrow and other UK airports, with a journey time of just over two hours.
Hiring a car is recommended to get to your chosen destination. The trip to Logroño,

for example, takes about 1 hour 20 minutes.

The outdoor pool at boutique hotel Palacio Condes de Cirac in Villalba

 Highlights Rioja supplement 2023

It’s an exciting time to visit Rioja and sample its wines. Beyond the bodegas and the
increasing diversity and quality of the wines themselves, the region seems to be seriously
waking up to wine tourism.

There has been a flurry of openings in Rioja Alta and Rioja Alavesa, with more to come
soon in Haro, Laguardia and Logroño. Rioja Oriental, however, currently lags behind in
terms of appealing accommodation, despite a growing number of producers delivering
some of the region’s finest Garnachas.

The house that pioneered modern wine tourism in Rioja was Marqués de Riscal, when it
opened its imposing, titanium-clad hotel in 2006. This was a huge boost not only for the
venerable brand, but also for Rioja as a whole, which welcomed more than half a million
visitors in 2019.

In addition to the splendour of Marqués de Riscal’s 61 rooms and its one-star Michelin
restaurant, visitors looking for a gastronomic experience can stay at Echaurren in the
picturesque village of Ezcaray. This family-run hotel has a tapas bar and three
restaurants (its chef, Francis Paniego, also oversees the menus at Riscal). Echaurren is
also a good base for exploring the hiking routes near the Valdezcaray ski resort.

Looking beyond these two options, I’ve chosen 10 of the best places to stay in Rioja right
now.

La Posada de Leza
Calle Mayor 11, Leza

Terri Eichelberger (the owner of a Spanish transport company) and her husband Robert
Amox (a winemaker in Sonoma) fell so madly in love with Rioja Alavesa that they decided
to open a new chapter in their lives and move to the region permanently. They bought a
traditional stone house in the village of Leza and converted it into a warm and welcoming
holiday home.

Posada de Leza occupies three floors and fits 12 people comfortably, making it ideal for a
family holiday, not least because of its large txoko (dining room), well-stocked kitchen
and laundry room, but also because the village’s communal pool and playground are just
across the street. Don’t panic: the house is fitted with soundproof windows.

The couple, who pay great attention to detail, are always on hand to advise guests about
activities and events in and around Leza. La Posada is also pet-friendly. From €350 per
night (plus cleaning fees).
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El Retiro del Obispo
Calle Santa Engracia 3, Laguardia

Credit: James Sturcke

Under the same ownership as La Posada de Leza (see above), El Retiro del Obispo is a
boutique hotel within the medieval walls of Laguardia, in a property that once belonged
to the local bishop. Lovingly restored and furnished with antiques, soft rich fabrics, linen
and Persian rugs from co-owner Robert Amox’s personal collection, the hotel (which
opened last year) is rented by floor. Each floor includes a master bedroom with
bathroom, plus an additional bedroom – and one has a kitchen too.

This makes it a good option for families, although guests should be aware that this
historic building does not have a lift.

The fifth floor is a communal space with a fully equipped kitchen featuring a professional
coffee-maker and a terrace with tables and chairs, where guests can prepare meals –
including breakfast, which is not served at the hotel. The terrace also boasts impressive
panoramic views of the Sierra Cantabria and Rioja vineyards.

Like La Posada, El Retiro is pet-friendly, and the owners are always available to help
guests with ideas of what to do in the surrounding area. From €118 per night.

Palacio Condes de Cirac
Calle Carramonte 19B, Villalba
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